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Public Health Services for 2010

• Disease & Injury Surveillance
• Prevention – CD Control & Outbreak 

Response
• Health Protection – food safety, air quality, 

water quality, smoke-free, etc
• Health Emergency Management & 

Disaster Planning
• Health Promotion & Legacies



Health Protection

• Food Safety and Quality
• Drinking Water
• Air Quality
• Other initiatives



Using Technology to Advantage

• EHOs are equipped 
with tablet computers 
w/aircards

• Data capture of 
inspection results in 
the field

• Update VANOC, IOC 
Medical, and public in 
near real-time

• Electronic 
temperature 
monitoring @ 
Athlete’s Village 
Kitchens



Food Safety Inspections

• Pre-opening 
thorough inspection

• “Quick Hit” audit 
inspections daily

• Thorough Inspection 
mid-Games

• Daily reports to 
VANOC/IOC 
Medical

• Published to Web 
for public viewing



Drinking Water Quality/Safety

• Pre-approval of new systems
• Testing of existing systems incl sampling
• Table-top exercises with water suppliers 

on deliberate contamination events
• Enhanced monitoring including in-line real-

time monitoring for parameters of interest
• Daily reporting of parameters



Air Quality

• Outdoor air quality not usually an issue 
during the period of the Games

• Indoor air quality at venues has been 
addressed through:
– Exclusive use of electric ice cleaners

– Smoke-free status of venues and at entries to 
venues



Other Health Protection 
Initiatives

• Enhanced monitoring of hotels, pools and 
spas January-March 2010

• Sanitary facilities in venues, public places
• Hotels and housing – complaint 

inspections
• Liaison with Health Canada on IPPs and 

DND on armed forces encampments



Public Health Surveillance Unit
Supporting regional public health practice:

– Health Assessment
– Disease Surveillance

– Epidemiological Investigations
– Knowledge Transfer

Public Health Surveillance Unit

8th Floor - 601 West Broadway
Vancouver, British Columbia

Canada V5Z 4C2

phsu@vch.ca



Communicable Diseases

• Surveillance Components

– Routine Notifications

– Facility Outbreaks 
� Enteric
� ILI

– Foodborne Illness Complaints

Public Health Surveillance Unit

8th Floor - 601 West Broadway
Vancouver, British Columbia

Canada V5Z 4C2



Enhancements
• Comparable data elements
• Minimum data standards 
• Timely data capture/entry
• Monthly to weekly analysis and reporting
• Regular communication with CD leads
• Historical baseline down to LHA
• Automation of data cleaning and analysis



Routine Surveillance - 3
CD Notifications

Public Health Surveillance Unit

BCCDC

PARIS
Primary Access Regional Information System

Richmond Vancouver Coastal

Facility Outbreaks Food borne Illness Complaints

iPHIS
Integrated Public Health Information System

WEEKLY

WEEKLY

WEEKLY

DAILY / WEEKLY / MONTHLY SUMMARIES

MONTHLY - STI



Minimum Data Standards
Age/Gender

Postal Code of Residence
Date and Time of Injury

Place of Injury Occurrence 
Activity at Time of Occurrence

Mechanism of Injury
Nature of Injury

Analysis, Interpretation and Dissemination
Report Elements

GIS Mapping
Stakeholders

VCH Regional Injury Surveillance
Objective:  To monitor injury occurrence in the VCH population that informs 

injury prevention and promotes safer communities

Data Elements
Data Access and Transfer

Mapping to common dataset
Frequency of extracts

Emergency Departments

BC Ambulance

BC Nurseline

Poison Control Vital Statistics

Coroner

Police

Community Care Facilities

ICBC

WorkSafe BC



Promoting Better Health



Daily Public Health Updates



Public Health Legacies

• Improved Public Health Surveillance capabilities

• Improved Injury data leading to better prevention 
programs

• Reduced Smoking Prevalence (goal of <10%)
• Enhanced Protection from Second Hand Smoke
• Trans Fat Reduction Regulation

• Enhanced resources to address Pandemic Flu 
or H1N1 or “non-swine, non H1N1, non-flu”

• Improvements/enhancements to info systems



Other Health Legacies

• Enhanced level of physical activity in 
general population.

• Improved air quality in ice rinks with legacy 
of battery-operated ice cleaning equipment

• Upgrades of drinking water systems and 
commissioning of new systems

• Possibility of increased attention to 
seasonal and pandemic flu prevention


