September 29, 2009
Premier Campbell - premier@gov.bc.ca 
Minister Falcon - kevin.falcon.mla@leg.bc.ca 
cc. John Challis - jchallis@msfhr.org 
cc. Adrian Dix - adrian.dix.mla@leg.bc.ca
Dear Sirs;

I am writing today regarding an issue of importance to the health of British Columbia’s population: provincial funding to the Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research (MSFHR) to continue the Health of Population Networks. 

MSFHR established the networks in 2005 to enhance BC health researchers’ ability to compete for national funding, strengthen collaborations within the research community and beyond, enhance research training environments and promote research knowledge transfer and exchange.  As a member of the BC Environmental and Occupational Health Research Network (BCEOHRN), I have seen firsthand how the networks have achieved and exceeded these goals, greatly benefiting BC’s health research community.
Environmental and occupational risks greatly impact the health of British Columbians. Nearly a quarter of all global disease may be associated with environmental factors. The costs of work-related injury and illness are billions of dollars, a situation exacerbated by the fact that the nature of work has changed dramatically in recent decades; physical and emotional stress and changes in the organization of work have joined chemical and biological agents as topics requiring urgent research and policy attention. 
BCEOHRN has more than 1,000 members, including researchers, students and research end-users affiliated with environmental and occupational health. The network provides these members with a number of programs and services, including networking and training opportunities and seed grants to support collaborative research proposals, to conduct preliminary research or to write applications for federally or internationally funded grants. These opportunities are otherwise unavailable to these communities.

Without further funding from MSFHR, BCEOHRN will be forced to cease its activities. The field of environmental and occupational health research in the province will return to the state that existed prior to 2005 where many researchers lacked the resources and support to conduct collaborative health research in British Columbia. In short, the province’s investment in the MSFHR Health of Population Networks will be lost.

Certainly, these are difficult economic times, and government spending faces many demands. It is my view, however, that funding to BCEOHRN and the other Health of Population Networks has greatly increased the province’s research capacity in the short term and improved protection of public health in the long term. Moreover, the resulting economic spinoff more than compensates for the investment of dollars.

I would like to thank you for your past support and urge you to provide sufficient funding to the MSFHR to continue invest in the Health of Population Networks.
Sincerely,
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